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FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, AS WELL AS FOR THE 
HOST CITY AND COUNTRY, THE OLYMPIC GAMES ARE PROBABLY 
THE BIGGEST SOCIAL AND SPORTING EVENT AT PRESENT HELD IN 
THE WORLD. 
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L or the international community, as well as for the host city and country, the Olympic Games are 
probably the biggest social and sporting 
event at present held in the world. Now- 
adays, the Games form part of a complex 
network of organization, finance, techno- 
logy, politics and communications, which 
poses an enormous challenge to the host 
community. but also to the rest of the 
world, which shares and benefitsfrom them. 
Setting this machinery in motion means 
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taking on a series of responsibilities, 
undergoing a series of changes and en- 
joying a series of advantages. Knowing 
that we are being watched by 3,500 million 
people al1 round the world, and adapting to 
the constant psychological pressure invol- 
ved in organizing the Games and guaran- 
teeing the necessary infrastructure the city 
lacked, has had, is having and will continue 
to have certain effects on Barcelona and its 
inhabitants which are worth understand- 
ing beforehand. 
The most obvious, when discussing the 
Olympic Games, is the effect on the qual- 
ity of life of the general public, and more 
specifically, in the field of sport. For one 
thing, sports facilities multiply and im- 
prove, as they must if they are to be the 
setting for al1 the cornpetitions involved 
in the great event. If nothing more, these 
facilities will remain as a legacy for al1 the 
cities directly involved and, more than 
this, for the whole country, and. what is 
more important, most of them will be 
available for use before the Olyrnpic 
Garnes. 
As well as this, sports policy needs to 
adapt to the new structures dernanded by 
the Olympic Garnes, structures it is 
essential to rnaintain after 1992. The new 
conditions required for the ideal training, 
first, and, later. preparation of top level 
athletes, if they are to achieve the best 
possible scores and results; the prornotion 
of sport in schools and universities, so as 
to ensure a complete education; and the 
establishment of specialized schools for 
the training of the top level athletes of the 
future, involve long and short terrn rnodi- 
fications which will contribute to the 
success of the 1992 Olyrnpic Garnes and to 
the well-being of society in general. 
If we can appreciate the effects in al1 
aspects of sport -infrastructure, cornpe- 
tition and public health-. we irnrnediate- 
ly becorne aware of the challenge posed by 
the scale of the developrnent the city has 
to face before the Olyrnpics. The effects of 
this work will be felt rnainly in three very 
different areas: town-planning, infra- 
structure and technology. Since work 
started on the organization of the 1992 
Olympic Garnes. Barcelona has under- 
gone a considerable transformation in its 
structure, which can already be seen in 
the redeveloprnent of large areas, the re- 
cuperation of beaches, the restoration of 
buildings, the preparation of develop- 
rnent plans, irnproved comrnunications 
with outlying areas, the development and 
public use of run-down areas, etc. 
But none of this work would have any 
sense where it not for the sirnultaneous 
work on infrastructures that were either 
lacking or insufficient, and which are not 
only vital for the celebration of the 
Garnes, but also for irnproving day to day 
life in the city. The construction and 
rnodernization of urban and interurban 
cornrnunications, the enlargement of the 
airport and the port, the defence of the 
coast, improvements in the railway line, 
construction of a cornrnunications tower, 
al1 add to the list of developrnent work 
already under way and dernonstrate the 
cornplexity of the Garnes, while at the 
sarne time acting as an indication of the 
regenerative capacities of Barcelona and 
the surrounding area, both physically and 
as regards services. 
But so as to understand the Olympic 
Garnes in al1 their rnagnitude, one has to 
look at the hurnan aspect, at their effect 
on the outlook of the public, which no 
doubt results frorn any celebration of the 
Olympic Garnes. 
The Olympic Garnes concentrate the 
attention of millions of people on one 
cornmunity. The two way effect that this 
involves is obvious. While, on the one 
hand, this comrnunity has to show it is up 
to the organizational and technological 
demands, has to show it is hospitable and 
receptive, welcoming and up to date; on 
the other, it has a unique opportunity to 
disseminate its own culture and live on in 
the memory of the planet after the four 
years of the Olirnpiad have come to an 
end. And Barcelona has to do al1 this 
with the self-confidence needed to 
successfully answer the challenge posed 
by the Olyrnpic Garnes, frorn a position 
of solidarity with Catalonia and Spain, 
whose rnessage of universal under- 
standing rnust reach the four corners of 
the earth. 
We in Barcelona are preparing both 
physically and psychologically, as an ath- 
lete does when trying for a gold rnedal. 
We are preparing to celebrate an unfor- 
gettable edition of the Garnes, and by ex- 
tension, of the rnost widely followed 
event in the world. We want to offer al1 
peoples and cultures an opportunity to 
strengthen the ties of friendship and of 
harrnonious co-existence through the 
Olyrnpic Garnes. 
